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REMARKS 

Claims 43 and 67 are currently amended. Claims 1-42 and 46-66 are canceled. 
Claims 44-45, and 68-86 were previously presented. Accordingly, claims 43-45, and 
67-86 are pending examination. 

Rejection of Claim 43 Under 35 USC SI 12 

Claim 43 stands rejected under 35 USC §112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. 

Figures 21-24 and the associated text provide the support for claim 43. Figures 
21 and 22 both show that the tab is not attached to the end cap as the tab extends past the 
center of the end cap to the point where the tab is actually attached to the end cap at 
reference number 110. In fact, the specification teaches this arrangement when it states 
"the tab 94 is sufficiently long to locate the weld 1 10 beyond the center point of the 
circular end cap 1 14" in paragraph 48. The specification then teaches that the 'flexible 
tab 94 (of Figures 21-23) can be bent into the configuration depicted in Figure 24" 
(paragraph 51). Bending the tab does not cause the portion of the tab that was not 
attached to the end cap in Figures 21 and 22 to become attached to the end cap. 
However, the attachment at 110 remains intact. As a result, Figure 24 shows a tab that is 
attached to an end cap at a second location but is not attached to the second end cap from 
the first location to the second location. 

The Office Action argues that Figure 24 of the specification shows the tab in 
contact with the end cap. The Office Action appears to be arguing that the supposed 
contact between the tab and the end cap contradicts the prior claim language. In order to 
clarify this issue, the Applicant has changed the term "connected" to "attached." For 
instance, claim 43 now recites that the "the tab is not attached. 19 Things that contact one 
another are not necessarily attached. For instance, a pencil eraser can contact your desk 
without being attached to the desk. As a result, even if the tab contacts the end cap as 
argued, this arrangement would not contradict the claim language. 
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Rejection of Claims Under 35 USC S1Q3 

Claims 43-45 and 67-69, 83 and 86 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,501,916 (Teramoto) in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,399,242 (Kitoh). 

Claim 43 recites that 'the tab extend(s) from a first location adjacent to the case 
past a center point of the second cap to a second location where the tab is physically 
attached to the second end cap/' Claim 43 also recites that "the tab is not attached to the 
second end cap from the first location to the second location." As a result, in order to 
support the obviousness rejection, the cited art much teach or suggest that the tab is not 
attached to the second end cap from the first location adjacent to the case, past the center 
point of the second cap, to the second location. 

The Office Action cites Figure 4 of Kitoh for the required teaching. The 
Examiner appears to interpret claim 43 as reciting that the tab is not attached to the 
second end cap somewhere between the first and the second location. However, the 
claim recites that the tab is not attached to the second end cap from the fir st location to 
the second location . The use of the terms "from" and "to" in this phrase requires that the 
unattached portion of the tab extends FROM the first location TO the second location. 
Note that this arrangement provides the functionality shown in Figures 22 and 23 and 
described in paragraph 48. 

In the below diagram, the Applicant has added four labels to Figure 4 of Kitoh. 
The Applicant has labeled a location adjacent to Kitoh' s case as a first location. The 
Applicant has labeled a line through the center of a cap as the centerline. The Applicant 
has also labeled locations past the centerline from the first location as the second 
location. 

The below diagram teaches a tab that extends from the first location, past the 
center of the cap, to the second location. However, the tab is attached to the cap at the 
location that the Applicant has labeled X. The location marked X is between the first 
location and the second location. Since Kitoh's tab is attached to the end cap between the 
first location and the second location, Kitoh's tab fails to teach a tab that is not attached 
to the second end cap from the first location to the second location as recited in claim 43. 
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As a result, the tabs disclosed in Figure 4 of Kitoh do not provide the required teaching or 
suggestion. 




The Office Action further states that "Teramoto et al. does not teach a conductive 
tab extending from a location adjacent to the case to a location where the tab is 
electrically connected to the second battery lid." As a result, Teramoto also does not 
provide the required teaching or suggestion. 

Since neither Teramoto nor Kitoh teaches or suggests a tab that is not attached to 
a second end cap from the first location adjacent to the case, past the center point of the 
second cap, to the second location, Teramoto in view of Kitoh does not teach or suggest 
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every element of claim 43. As a result, claim 43 is patentable over Teramoto in view of 
Kitoh. 

Rejection of claims 44-45, and 67-86 

Claims 44-45, and 67-86 each depends directly or indirectly from independent 
claim 43. Since claim 43 is believed to be in condition for allowance, these claims are 
also believed to be in condition for allowance. 

Further Prosecution 

For the purposes of further prosecution, the Applicant attaches the documents 
listed below. The Applicant makes not representation about the content of these 
documents at this time. 

1 . Webster's New World College Dictionary, 4th ed., pp 90-91 (2006)- 

2. Definition of attach printed from 

http ://encarta.msn. coin/encnet/features/dictionarv/DictionarvResults >aspx?refid=l 861587 
579 on January 3 1 , 2008 (2 pages). 

3. Definition of attach printed from 

http ://www. onelook.com/?other^web 1913 &w=Attach on January 31, 2008 (1 page). 

4. Definition of attach printed from 

http ://dictionarv.cambridge.or^/define.asD?kev=attach' < ' 1 +0&dict=A on January 31, 2008 
(2 pages). 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant submits that the claims define patentably over the prior art and that this 
application is in condition for allowance. Accordingly, favorable consideration and 
allowance of this application is courteously requested. 

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned with any questions. 



Quallion LLC 
P.O. Box 923127 
Sylmar,CA 91392^3127 
818-833-2003 ph 
818-833-2065 fax 
travisd@qualIion.com 
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verb 

Definition: 

1. transitive verb secure something to 
something else: to secure one thing to 
another 

• attached the door to the frame 

2. transitive verb add something to 
something else: to append or fasten one 
thing to another 

• attached copies of the contracts 

3. transitive verb ascribe something: to 
assign a character or quality to something 
under consideration 

• / attach no importance whatsoever to their 
claims. 



4. intransitive verb be associated with 
something: to have a close inherent 
relationship to something 
• little prestige attached to this post 
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5- transitive verb bind somebody 
emotionally: to bind somebody 
emotionally to somebody else or to 
something ( usually passive) 

6. transitive verb military place somebody 
on temp duty: to assign military 
personnel to a military group on a 
temporary basis 

7. transitive verb law seize something 
legally: to seize people or property by 
legal writ 

• They've attached her salary for nonpayment 
of taxes. 

[14th century. < Old French atechier, 
alteration of estachier "fasten with a 
stake" < Germanic] 

• at-tach-a-ble adjective 

• at-tach-er noun 
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Word or phrase: [Attadh 



® Find definitions O Find translations O Search all dictionaries 



Definitions f mm The Online Plain Te xt English Dictionary : 
Attach 

• (*.) An attachment. 

• (v. I) To adhere; to be attached. 

• (v. /,) To come into legal operation in connection with anything; to vest; as, dower will attach. 

• (v. i) To bind, fasten, tie, or connect; to make fast or join; as, to attach one thing to another by a 
string, by glue, or the like. 

• (v. O To connect, in a figurative sense; to ascribe or attribute; to affix; -- with to; as, to attach great 
importance to a particular circumstance. 

« (v. t.) To connect; to place so as to belong; to assign by authority; to appoint; as, an officer is attached 
to a certain regiment, company, or ship. 

• (v. t) To take by legal authority: (a) To arrest by writ, and bring before a court, as to answer for a 
debt, or a contempt; - applied to a taking of the person by a civil process; being now rarely used for the 
arrest of a criminal (b) To seize or take (goods or real estate) by virtue of a writ or precept to hold the 
same to satisfy a judgment which may be rendered in the suit. See Attachment, 4. 

• (v. t) To take, seize, or lay hold of. 

• (v. l) To win the heart of; to connect by ties of love or self-interest; to attract; to fasten or bind by 
moral influence; - with to; as, attached to a friend; attaching others to us by wealth or flattery. 

OPTED is a public domain English word list dictionary, based on the public domain portion of "The Project Gutenberg Etext 
of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary" which is in turrx-based on the 1913 US Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, (See Project 
Gutenburg.) 
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attach 

[Show phoneticsj 
verb [T] 

to fasten or fix (something) in position, esp. in 
relation to something else 

You attach this device to your windshield, and it 
sends a signal that opens the garage door 

To attach a particular quality to something is to 
consider it to have that quality: If you attach a negative 
label to a group, you can then treat all the members of 
that group badly. 

attached 

[Show phonetics) 

adjective 

feeling close to emotionally, or loving 
She really gets attached to her cats. 



Many more resources are 
available from 
Cambridge ELT. 



attachment 

[Show phoneticsj 
noun [C/U] 

a strong feeling of being emotionally close to 
someone or something 

She had a special attachment to these students. 
An attachment is an extra piece of equipment that 
can be added to a machine: computer attachments 

(from Cambridge Dictionary of American English) 
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